High Interest Reads
Amelia’s Notebook by Marissa Moss
The hand-lettered contents of a nine-year-old girl's notebook, in which she records her thoughts and
feelings about moving, starting school, and dealing with her older sister, as well as keeping her old best
friend and making a new one.

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has
lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him
that the government is wrong.

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket
After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on each other and
their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian is determined to use
any means necessary to get their fortune.

Bunnicula: a Rabbit Tale of Mystery by Deborah Howe
Though scoffed at by Harold the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human family that their foundling
baby bunny must be a vampire.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
Each of five children lucky enough to discover an entry ticket into Mr. Willy Wonka's mysterious
chocolate factory takes advantage of the situation in his own way.

Chasing the Falconers by Gordon Korman
The Falconers are facing life in prison -- unless Aidan and Meg can follow a trail of clues to prove their
parents' innocence.

Chloe by Design: Making the Cut by Margaret Gurevich
Sixteen-year-old Chloe Montgomery gets a chance to travel from Santa Cruz to New York City to compete
in Teen Design Diva, a competitive game show for aspiring teenage fashion designers.

Dying to Meet You by Kate Klise
In this story told mostly through letters, children's book author, I. B. Grumply, gets more than he
bargained for when he rents a quiet place to write for the summer.

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by his hero (the famous
gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds that come morning he must work with
friends to solve puzzles in order to escape.

The Field Guide by Tony DiTerlizzi
When the Grace children go to stay at their Great Aunt Lucinda's worn Victorian house, they discover a
field guide to fairies and other creatures and begin to have some unusual experiences.

Flunked: Fairy Tale Reform School by Jen Calonita
Gilly wouldn't call herself wicked, exactly...but when you have five little brothers and sisters and live in a
run-down boot, you have to get creative to make ends meet. Gilly's a pretty good thief. Until she gets
caught. Gilly's sentenced to three months at Fairy Tale Reform School where all of the teachers are
former (super-scary) villains like the Big Bad Wolf, the Evil Queen, and Cinderella's Wicked Stepmother.

Football Hero by Tim Green
When twelve-year-old Ty's brother Thane is recruited out of college to play for the New York Jets, their
Uncle Gus uses Ty to get insider information for his gambling ring, landing Ty and Thane in trouble with
the Mafia.

Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor by Jon Scieszka
In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn on
its own, and after an accident brings wisecracking Klink and overly expressive Klank to life, they set about
helping Frank perfect his Antimatter Motor until his archnemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for his
doomsday plan.

Frindle by Andrew Clements
When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen
invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.

Ghosthunters and the Incredibly Revolting Ghost by Cornelia Funke
A timid boy named Tom reluctantly agrees to help professional ghostbuster Hetty Hyssop dispel an IRG
(Incredibly Revolting Ghost) from an old house.

Grounded: the Adventures of Rapunzel by Megan Morrison
Rapunzel believes she is the luckiest person in Tyme, because Witch tells her so, but when Jack climbs
into her tower to steal an enchanted rose, he hints that Witch is not telling the whole truth and
Rapunzel, driven by her anger and fear, descends to the ground for the first time.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian wilderness, learning to
survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents'
divorce.

The Hero’s Guide to Saving Your Kingdom by Christopher Healy
The four princes erroneously dubbed Prince Charming and rudely marginalized in their respective fairy
tales form an unlikely team when a witch threatens the whole kingdom.

The Hoboken Chicken Emergency by Daniel Pinkwater
Arthur Bobowicz is sent to find a Thanksgiving turkey, but returns with a 266-pound chicken that has a
mind of its own.

Holes by Louis Sachar
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative,
Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real
friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself.

The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman
Four kids share a secret--a homework machine. Everything is great for a while, but soon the machine
becomes more powerful than they ever imagined, and even its inventor is powerless to stop it.

I Freddy: Book One in the Golden Hamster Saga by Dietlof Reiche
Freddy, a remarkably intelligent golden hamster, learns how to read and how to write on a computer
and escapes captivity to become an independent and civilized creature.

Into the Wild by Erin Hunter
For generations, four clans of wild cats have shared the forest. When their warrior code is threatened by
mysterious deaths, a house cat named Rusty may turn out to be the bravest warrior of all.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick
Orphan, clock keeper, thief: Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival
depends on secrets and anonymity.

Katie Friedman Gives Up Texting! (And Lives to Tell About It) by Tom Greenwald
Charlie Joe Jackson's best friend Katie Friedman is tough, but can she convince her fellow middle
schoolers to give up their phones for a week?

Masterminds by Gordon Korman
Eli has never left Serenity . . . Why would he ever want to? Then one day he bikes to the edge of the city
limits and something so crazy and unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his friends to
help him investigate further, and soon it becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. The clues
mount to reveal a shocking discovery, connecting their ideal crime-free community to some of the
greatest criminal masterminds ever known. The kids realize they can trust no one least of all their own
parents.

The Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan
During the reading of their grandmother's will, Dan and Amy Cahill learn that the secrets to their family's
power is hidden in the form of 39 Clues around the world.

Mission Unstoppable by Dan Gutman
On a cross-country vacation with their parents, twins Coke and Pepsi, soon to be thirteen, fend off
strange assassins as they try to come to terms with their being part of a top-secret government
organization known as The Genius Files.

Moving Day by Meg Cabot
Nine-year-old Allie Finkle has rules for everything and is even writing her own rule book, but her world is
turned upside-down when she learns that her family is moving across town, which will mean a new
house, school, best friend, and plenty of new rules.

Nick and Tesla’s High Voltage Danger Lab by Bob Pflugfelder
After moving in with their eccentric uncle, Nick and Tesla encounter strange occurrences in their new
neighborhood and build gadgets using simple household objects to help them solve the mysteries.

No Talking by Andrew Clements
The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a
no talking contest.

The Only Game by Mike Lupica
Sixth grade is supposed to be the year that Jack Callahan would lead his team to a record-shattering
season and the Little League World Series, but after the death of his brother he loses interest in baseball
and only Cassie, star of the girls' softball team, seems to understand.

The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy by
Jeanne Birdsall
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four young sisters, ages four
through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother.

Poison Island by H.I. Larry
Separated from his parents and older brother, twelve-year-old Zac, a secret agent of the Government
Investigation Bureau, must rely on his own skills to obtain the formula for Dr. Drastic's secret Solution X.

The Popularity Papers: Research for the Social Improvement and General Betterment of Lydia
Goldblatt & Julie Graham-Chang by Amy Ignatow
Two best friends embark on a project to study the behavior and taste of the popular girls at their
elementary school so that by the time they get to middle school they too will be in the right crowd.

Shipwreck by Gordon Korman
Six kids, Nick, J.J., Will, Lyssa, Charla, and Ian, are thrown together against their will on a boat that will
make a one-month journey on the Pacific Ocean. They have all been sent for different reasons. But these
six totally different kids have to learn to work together to survive a vicious storm and a shipwreck that
leave them stranded in the middle of the ocean with no food, no water, and almost no hope for survival.

The Tapper Twins Go To War (With Each Other) by Geoff Rodkey
An oral history that reports, through transcribed recordings, text messages, photographs, illustrations,
screenshots, and more, an epic prank war between twelve-year-old twins Reese and Claudia Tapper of
New York City.

The Terrible Two by Mac Barnett and Jory John
When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he challenges the local mystery
prankster in an epic battle of tricks, but soon the two join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen.

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry
When the eighth grade civics class of Miami's Culver Middle School goes on a trip to Washington, D.C.,
Wyatt Palmer finds himself in deep trouble before the plane even lands because his best friend Matt has
decided the men sitting behind them are terrorists--and it's up to the boys to stop them.
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